You will naturally ask me how we proceed in order to find out whether the disease wo are investigating is of a functional or of an organic nature. The answer to this embraces the whole realm of diagnosis, one of the most difficult parts of the physician's knowledge. To be brief, it is done by a careful investigation and examination of the patient, in which all the knowledge which has been acquired of pathological anatomy and the use of instruments for this purpose is brought to bear by the examiner. There is a constant addition of these instruments being made, and the medical student of the period is being trained in their application. If anything, the tendency now is to lean too much upon these aids to diagnosis (or We are justly proud of our country, but how much prouder of it might we be if we could be assured that the humblest of its citizens, after their honourable lives of toil, would have a certainty of being able to maintain themselves reasonably well in comfort and in happiness independent of institutional control and outside the workhouse, enjoj-ing the good air and the sunlight with the best in the land. That is an ideal which I hope will be put into practice, but 1 would much sooner have another half century go by without any scheme of old-age pensions being put into force than by hasty legislation have the well-being of the whole population imperilled by some system of pensions which gave to all alike, and which entailed an enormous tax upon every section of the community, particularly that section maintaining itself by labour. Now I have to go a little into detail with regard to the Royal National Pension Fund for Nurses. I find we have had during 1899 a larger number of policies issued than in almost any year in our history, they having amounted to no less than 811, and the premium income money actually contributed by nurses during the last twelve months is no less than ?70,000. Ho has explained to you fully and lucidly the progress of the Fund, and my mind goes back to the early days when Sir Henry had hard work and great anxiety in connection with it, and only by his resolution and steadfastness of purpose was success achieved. Wo must not forget the work of tho past. The chief feature of tho Fund at present is the large accumulations of money. We hear that now more than half a million is invested, and invested at a good rate of interest. That is exceedingly satisfactory, but it is only a means to an end. There is something far better than the mere accumulation of money and that is its useful disbursement, and I am very pleased to see the increase that is made in the amount of annuities paid out. It is not every institution that is glad to see an increase in the annuities paid, but the Royal National Pension Fund for Nurses is so organised that the whole of the expenditure is provided for, and we can look forward with perfect equanimity to a very large increase in this account. During the past year it was 30 per cent., and it will go on rapidly until it reaches the premium income, but it is entirely provided for in the mortality tables, and the larger it is the more satisfactory it will be. Some people of morbid minds have spent their efforts in building mausoleums for themselves.
Sir Henry Burdett is preparing his own monument in this Fund. Long may he be connected with it and give it the benefit of his labours, his energy, and skill.
Mr. Walter S. M. Burns seconded.
We all know, he said, the absolutely vital part which Sir Henry has taken in forming and carrying on the Fund. The great success and great popularity of the Fund was due, in no small measure to his efforts and the time he had spent on this noble work. He had great pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks to him, not only for presiding on this occasion but also for the help rendered on other occasions as well.
The vote having been cordially agreed to, Sir Henry Burdett replied : I thank you very much. I feel, of course, great pleasure, I may say joy, in the success of this Fund, because, having presided for something like fifteen years in various hospitals, and had charge of the staff, I have had opportunities of realising the enormous amount of good which the Fund was capable of doing. So far as any thanks are due to me to-day, those thanks are more deserved by my friend Mr. Hambro and the other members of the Council and the officers of this Fund. I think if the truth were really to be expressed of the work done by the Council, I do probably less than the younger members, the sons of the gentlemen who founded this Fund. It is always a pleasure to meet them, because every time I go to the Council, and see them working so cheerfully, I realise what an enormous interest they have in it. Last year some question of payment for assistance in looking after the Benevolent Fund came up, and two of the sons of the founders met that expense. That expresses more than any words of mine how genuinely interested they are in it. They believe in it, and feel that it will endure. All honour to them, rather than to me, because they are bearing the heat and the burden of the day. I may with propriety ask you to thank the secretary (Mr. Dick), who last year had a great deal of extra work owing to the reception at Marlborough House. He took a pride in showing that the organisation of the Pension Fund was complete, and although there were only nine days for the preparations, ho courageously set to work to arrange for the reception of 1,200 nurses at Marlborough House. That was carried through successfully. All I can say is that I have been at every one of those receptions and we never had a more successful demonstration or one better organised, and the amount of work done, which meant not only ordinary office hours, is good testimony to the interest which Mr.
Dick and his staff take in this Fund. The interest he takes deserves a most cordial vote of thanks, not only on your behalf, but on behalf of the nurses with whom he has to deal, and whose friend ho is, as none know better than the nurses themselves. 
